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A New History for an Old House
Introduction
Located on the corner of 7th Avenue and Mohave Street in south Phoenix is a small
adobe building on a relatively large, barren lot. At first glance, it is easily discernible that
this house is old. In fact, its age has somehow caused it to be associated with an Anglo
pioneer. In newspaper articles and magazines, the house is called the Montgomery
House, a moniker created for its tenuous connection to John B. Montgomery, an early
Phoenix settler. However, Montgomery did not build the house, did not own the house,
and never lived in the house. Instead, the house has an entirely different story, with
connections to three very ethnically diverse families. These individuals were pioneers in
their own right, living in Phoenix during its historic period and, as part of a true
association with the house, deserve to have their own narrative and perhaps their own
appellation placed on the house. Before detailing the home’s actual history, it is
important to explain who Montgomery was and what his supposed connection was with
this property.
John B. Montgomery and the Montgomery House
John Britt Montgomery was one of Phoenix’s early settlers, arriving in the Arizona
Territory around 1864. While working with James Miller at the nearby Vulture Mine,
Montgomery became aware of the agricultural potential of the Salt River Valley. In the
1860s, Phoenix had yet to become a town, much less a city. In fact, Phoenix was really
just a settlement -- a small adobe village on the banks of a newly dug canal -- when
Montgomery and Miller arrived in 1868. The public land survey was in progress and
Montgomery selected the northwest quarter of Section 17, Township 1 North, Range 3
East to homestead. Directly north, Darrel Duppa, an English remittance man who is
rumored to have named Phoenix, homesteaded an adjacent quarter section, which he
promptly sold to Miller. Montgomery eventually came into possession of most of this
property, as well.1
In 1876, Montgomery married Alabama, the daughter of Hosea and Elizabeth
Greenhaw, who homesteaded the land directly west of his own. During the years 18871894, the Montgomerys subdivided their two quarter sections, minus a large parcel in
the northwest corner which belonged to Miller. This subdivision was directly southwest
1
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of the original townsite, roughly covering the area between Central and 7th avenues on
the east and west and the railroad and freeway on the north and south. The
appropriately named “Montgomery's Addition to the City of Phoenix" was replatted and
amended three times, eventually becoming 106 blocks varying in size, with most blocks
containing twenty-four lots. “Montgomery’s Addition” was laid out in rectangular lots with
square blocks separated by streets ranging from sixty to one hundred feet wide.2
It is unknown when, how, or why the little house on 7th Avenue and Mohave Street
became associated with John B. Montgomery. It may have occurred around the same
time that another historic house became associated with his once-neighbor, Darrel
Duppa. While the Montgomery House is located on Montgomery’s homestead and the
Duppa House is located on Duppa’s homestead, neither house has the historic
association granted it. In the case of the Duppa House, an adobe structure at 1st
Avenue and Sherman Street, the myth of pioneer heritage began in the 1940s and
continues to be promoted in print and on the internet. In addition to its association with
Duppa, it is also considered -- albeit falsely -- to be the oldest house in Phoenix, dating
to 1867. With this in mind, many considered the Montgomery House, with a supposed
construction date of 1879-1880, to be Phoenix’s second oldest house. However, neither
place has the temporal or personal characteristics attributed to it. Neither Montgomery
nor Duppa lived in their respective houses and research proves that both homes were
built around the same time, in the early years of the twentieth century. Ironically,
according to City Directories, the “Duppa House” is closer to the actual location of the
real Montgomery House, which was located on 1st Avenue between Grant and Sherman
Streets.3
The Kunz Family and the Cactin Ranch
Around 1895, Louis Kunz arrived in Phoenix with his family. Both Louis and his wife
Emily were immigrants from Germany or, as they referred to it, the Kingdom of Prussia.
Emily’s family migrated to the United States in 1850, eventually settling among fellow
German immigrants in Williamstown, Dodge County, Wisconsin. Louis was born in the
city of Oldenburg in 1846 and probably came to the United States in the 1850s, as well.
By the 1880s, Emily and Louis were married and living in the predominantly German
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American village of Princeton, Green Lake County, Wisconsin, with their four children
Carl, Adolph, Laura, and Pauline.4
The Kunz Family was probably drawn to Phoenix for health reasons. Phoenix was
well-known as a place for people to recover their health and Emily suffered from liver
cancer. Unfortunately, Emily died on August 7, 1897, at the age of fifty-one. Though she
had been sick for at least two years, she must have retained some youthful beauty; after
her death, the attending physician listed her age as thirty-five.5
In 1899, Louis Kunz, and his sons Adolph and Carl (who was now going by the
name Charles), purchased the land where the subject of this narrative is located -- lots
10 through 15 of Block 90 of “Montgomery's Addition” -- from John and Alabama
Montgomery for $100. This property was less than a half mile outside of Phoenix, and
just off of 7th Avenue. Five years later, the adobe house, later to be inaccurately known
as the Montgomery House, was erected on the property, and Louis and his sons
immediately moved in. Louis had been a tanner by trade, but this was not the preferred
occupation for his sons. Partnering with their sister, Laura Messinger, the progeny of
Louis Kunz opened the Kunz Bros. and L. K. Messinger machine shop at 201 West
Jackson Street, the same year the house was erected.6
Laura was married to John Messinger, a dentist from New York whose parents had
also emigrated from Germany. John had a successful practice and the Messingers built
a large house at 3rd and Sheridan streets (then Myrtle Street). It is unclear exactly what
Laura’s roll in the machine shop was, but the siblings’ establishment was an immediate
success. Newspaper advertisements appeared almost daily in the Arizona Republican,
noting that the shop provided “first class service” and carried “second hand machines.”7
Louis stayed busy with his own commercial endeavor. Working with his neighbor to
the north, Dr. Richard Kunze, a retired physician and fellow German immigrant, Louis
operated a wholesale and retail cactus and curio dealership, known as the “Cactin
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Ranch.” Partner Kunze wandered the American Southwest collecting cactus samples
which he would ship to German scientific institutions and botanical gardens.8
The two geriatric Germans had much in common. Both immigrated to the United
States in the 1850s and were part of an influx of Germans and German Americans who
moved into Phoenix in the 1890s. They both were also very interested in cactus. On
more than one occasion, Louis believed he had discovered a new variety and through
both men’s efforts a large variety of cacti were sent to Germany to be replanted in the
Imperial Garden in Berlin.9
Louis lived in the adobe house for ten years. Shortly before he died, he moved into
his daughter and son-in-law’s house on 3rd Street. Charles, who was once again going
by Carl, lived there as well with his wife Clara. After two months living with his son and
daughter and their respective families, Louis succumbed to a cerebral hemorrhage and
died on May 28, 1914.10
The adobe house and the six lots, up to this point, were owned equally by Louis and
his two sons. Following his death, Louis’ third was divided equally among his four
children. Adolph and Carl each now owned five-twelfths interest in the property. The two
daughters, Laura Messinger and Pauline Kunz, received a twelfth each. After
consolidating his sibling’s interests, Adolph sold the property to Nick Coroneos.11
The Coroneos Family and the State Fish Company
Nick Coroneos immigrated to the United States in 1910 from the village of Phiniki,
near Sparta in Greece. By 1917 he was living in Phoenix with his wife Bertha and son
James. The following year, Nick joined with the brothers Gus and George Brown
(Tsangarinas), fellow Greek immigrants, and opened the Commercial Café at 31 South
Central Avenue. In 1920, Nick bought the small adobe house on south 7th Avenue and
its six combined lots from Adolph and Lulu Kunz for $3,500.12
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Nick was not very successful in business and by 1923 the Commercial Café was
closed and the Brown Brothers had moved on. Nick worked as a salesman for the next
seven years until partnering with James Kosta and D. M. Swanson to create the State
Fish Company. Kostas was also a Greek immigrant and had worked for a number of
Greek-owned restaurants in downtown Phoenix. The State Fish Company built a
structure on the rear of the property for the refrigeration of seafood, which was then
supplied to local restaurants. Contemporary advertisements listed “All Kinds of Fresh
Fish, Lobsters, Oysters, and Shrimp.”13
To cover some of the expenses encumbered by the State Fish Company, Nick
borrowed money from Tom Morris, using his property on 7th Avenue as collateral. Tom
was also Greek, having immigrated to the United States from Pavliani, Greece in 1906,
and owned the El Paso Restaurant and Billiards at 247 East Washington Street. When
Nick defaulted on the loan in 1933, Morris picked up the house at auction for $3,334.
Nick was able to repay the debt a year later and reclaim his home and business.14
By 1935, Nick was working at a new restaurant, the Sea Food Grill, as a manager.
Meanwhile, the State Fish Company continued to operate, with son James making
deliveries. By 1938, the State Fish Company was closed and both Nick and James were
looking for other lines of work, Nick as an engineer and James as a musician. The
following year, Nick returned to the restaurant business, working at the Savoy Café,
another Greek owned eating establishment. In 1940, Nick and his family left town,
selling the property on 7th Avenue to Felix and Micaela Carbajal.15
The Carbajal Family and the Phoenix Pinoy
Felix Carbajal was born on February 28, 1896, in the village of Luna, La Union
Province, in the Ilocos region of the Philippines. While working in Hawaii, he was
inducted into the U.S. Army on June 1, 1918, serving a year in H Company of the 1st
Hawaiian Infantry and attaining the rank of corporal. Discharged in Hawaii in 1919, Felix
made his way to Seattle and eventually to Arizona where he met and married Micaela
Franco, stepdaughter of Eugene Principe.16
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Eugene Principe was perhaps one of the first Filipinos living in Phoenix. According to
City Directories, Eugene and his wife Francisca Principe were renting a place on south
Central Avenue as early as 1921. Subsequent to the American acquisition of the
Philippine Islands from Spain in 1898, Filipinos started to arrive in the United States and
Hawaii, the latter of which was also an American territory. Typically, Filipinos came to
work or to obtain an education. Virtually all originally intended to return to the islands,
but many sojourners eventually became immigrants, establishing families and
communities in the United States. The Filipinos that were living in the U.S. before World
War II refer to themselves as Pinoy and became known as the “oldtimers,” which
distinguished them from later immigrants.17
Most of the Pinoy who came to the United States in the late 1920s and 1930s came
from the Ilocos region in northern Luzon. Many were employed in low-paying, stoop
work, laboring on farms around the United States or working the canneries of the
Northwest or Alaska. In the cities, the Pinoy worked in restaurants, hotels, private clubs,
and as personal servants. Still, these wages were better than they could expect at
home. Though the U.S. had replaced Spain in the Philippines government, the standard
of living of the Filipino people had not changed significantly. In 1925, outside of Manila,
the cost of living for a family of two adults and three children amounted to ninety-one
cents a day. If both parents worked, their total income would be seventy-five cents a
day. Even with low wages in the United States, they fared better than their Manila
counterparts.18
The Principes were the typical Filipino couple: Eugene was Pinoy, but Francisca was
Hispanic. Over the next couple of decades, Eugene held a number of service-related
jobs; he was a janitor at the county court house, a laborer at the Westward Ho, a
restaurant worker, and a cook. It was likely due to the limited number of Filipinas and
laws that were passed by various legislatures, including Arizona, which forbid
miscegenation between “white” and “Mongolian” partners, that Eugene had married
Francisca, a Mexican American woman. Likewise, Eugene’s two stepdaughters, both
Hispanic, also married Filipinos. Like Eugene, his sons-in-law, Andres Yabo and Felix
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Carbajal, also worked a variety of service-related jobs. Andres and Felix also worked
seasonally in agriculture, just as Eugene probably did.19
Though there is no actual date on when Felix first came to Phoenix, by 1932 the
Yabos and the Principes were living at the same rural address, the males probably
employed as laborers. The Principes eventually bought a home on Sonora Street
(Cocopah Street), just west of 7th Avenue. The Carbajals had purchased a home near
32nd Street and Madison in 1935, but only lived there for a short time. They probably
rented out the house on Madison while they, in turn, rented at various locations before
purchasing the property on 7th Avenue and Mohave Street from the Coroneos, just a
few blocks from the Principes. The Yabos followed suit by building their home directly
north of the Carbajals.20
Shortly after Felix and Micaela bought the former Cactin Ranch and State Fish
Company, Martin Estril and his wife Oralia moved in. The Carbajals and the Estrils lived
in the main house, the adobe structure built by Louis Kunz and sons, with each family
occupying three of the six rooms. Other families and individuals moved into the rear
addition, the building formerly used as a storage area for frozen fish. These included
Eladio and Cleotilda Bautista, Adriani Bacud, F. L. Flores, and Adrian Bautista. All of the
majority age men had a common bond; they worked either for the Westward Ho hotel or
one of the other hotel or restaurants in Phoenix and, of course, they were Pinoy.21
Felix Carbajal and other Filipino immigrants followed a specific pattern in settling in
Phoenix. At first, their families were transient, moving from one rental home to another
and holding a variety of service-related jobs. Eventually, they saved enough money and
purchased a house. In many instances, such as in the case of the Carbajals, they
rented out rooms to other Filipinos.22
Martin’s son Refugio Estril remembers the renters living in the back of the house:
The back of it was where the Filipinos, all of them that were like seasonal,
that’s where they used to stay. That’s when they had, none of these crazy
laws anymore. The whole backyard was rows and rows of cages of
19
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roosters, fighting roosters. He (Martin) even had some. My mom used to
wash for them (the Filipino renters), iron for them and that was part of the
(household) income.23
Seasonal work was also shared by the younger male members of the family. When
school was out for summer, boys would join their fathers to work in the fields. Felix’s
son Sam Carbajal recalls:
I remember picking the onions. I remember doing the carrots. We’d have
to tie the carrots, bunch them up and then somebody would come in, put
them in a bunch and put them in the truck and whatever. I was very young
… we did that and we were still in the seventh or eighth grade, I think. And
then all the sudden that stopped and we became “the elite.” We went to
pick grapes, now. That’s all we did was grapes … and then one year we
went to pick pears in Kelseyville, California. And that’s another great thing
about migrant workers, you get to travel. California, went to Idaho, went to
Michigan, went to Texas. I mean we traveled all over Colorado. It was
neat, again hard work, but Hey! It’s like the travel guide right here; it’s
great. I wouldn’t recommend it nowadays, but what can I say?24
Around the same time the Carbajals moved to south 7th Avenue, Fred Tait
subdivided the lots surrounding the block, creating the “Saguaro Tract” subdivision in
1940. Other Pinoy and their families began moving into the neighborhood. Bacud,
Lagazo, Farinas, and Suniga are just a few of the names of the neighbors who bought
into the Saquaro Tract. The Carbajal home, with the other families in the main house
and former fish storage building, had become a de facto center for the Pinoy
neighborhood that developed on South 7th Avenue. On special occasions, families
would gather at the Carbajal home or other locations to slaughter and roast a pig or
goat.25
According to Sam Carbajal:
Once a week there was a sort of like a Filipino club … you couldn’t
actually call it a club, but it was. All the families got together at Prince Hall.
They would rent the hall every Saturday night and all of the family -everybody -- went. There was adults, all the kids, and at Christmas time, it
was great. Everybody would get fruit, whatever it is, and the bags and
stuff, and toys. It was neat, I tell ya. It was a great experience.
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We’d do that and then at South Mountain Park, again, they’d slaughter a
pig and then everyone would take pots up there and whatever. Sometime
you’d go down to the river bottom, not too many of the families would go
down there, but once in a while somebody would kill a goat over there
and, whoa, all the cars would converge over there, right? It seemed like
word got around whenever somebody was killing something.26
Like Nick Coroneos before him, Felix struggled to keep the house and it was not
until 1947 that he was able to acquire title to the property. Meanwhile, Micaela had left
him to raise their four children. As they grew older, his children moved out, first Ruth
who moved to California, and then Felix, Jr., followed by Sam, joined the military.
Elizabeth stayed and eventually cared for Felix in his old age. Felix signed over the
property to his daughter Elizabeth and her husband Mariano Lagadon in 1961 and
continued to live with the Lagadons until his death twelve years later. The Lagadons,
perhaps having the same intentions of living the rest of their lives out at the house under
the care of their daughter Laura, deeded the property to her and her husband Tim
Salazar. The Salazars borrowed money against the property and when they defaulted
on the loan, the house was seized by the mortgager and the Lagadons were evicted.
This ended the occupation of the house. It sat empty for years and was about to be
demolished when the owner, Ella Young, at the behest of the City of Phoenix Historic
Preservation Office, deeded the property over to the Arizona Preservation Foundation,
its current owner.27
Summary
The little adobe house located on lots 10 through 15 of block 90 of “Montgomery’s
Addition” has a long history of occupation by various ethnic groups, beginning with the
German immigrant Louis Kunz and his German American sons Adolph and Carl. It was
the site of the Cactin Ranch which supplied cacti to the Imperial Gardens in Berlin as
well as other scientific collections in Germany. Under the ownership of Nick Coroneos, a
Greek immigrant, it has historic ties to the Greco-American restaurants, which were
once popular and fairly prolific in the downtown Phoenix of the 1930s. However, the
building that once stored the products for the State Fish Company was demolished in
2006, severing anything but a temporal association to the Coroneos Family.
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From 1940 to 1997, the house was home to members of the Carbajal family and, as
such, has a long association with early Filipinos in Phoenix. Based on its history, and
the fact that John B. Montgomery has no connection to the house itself, the little adobe
house on South 7th Avenue would be more appropriately named the Kunz-Carbajal
House, both in honor of its original owners and for its lengthy connection to the Carbajal
Family.
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